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Georgia State Board of Pardons and Paroles
RE: Troy Anthony Davis
Deat Chairman Hunt and Board Members:

The case of Troy Anthony Davis will be before you on Monday, July 16, 2007. As
-ou know, Mt. Davis is facing cxecution on Tuesday, July 17, 2007. His best hope at this
time is clemency and it is within your purview to grant it.

T am writing this letter to add my voice to the many others urging you to stop an
irreversible action that will end all attempts at ensuring that justice is done. You have an
important opportunity to right a wrong that will be a stain on out State and out system of
justice.

Because of a number of well-documented problems with the case and the inability to
have 2 proper appeal through the Federal system, Mr. Davis is due to be cxecuted amid
inpumerable doubts and omissions.

The death penalty is the most final of sentences and, in recent yeats, we have seen
mote than 120 innocent prisoners removed from Death Rows across the nation. We have
no way to know how many innocent people have been exceuted because of flaws in our
system of justice. However, from those numbets we can extrapolate that it is very high
indeed and even one innocent person executed is one too many.

You have received many heartfelt and teasoned pleas from Metnbers of Congress,
Religious Leaders, the Legal Community and Anti-Death Penalty Advocates, but none mote
telling than that of former FBI Director and U.S. District Court Judge William Sessions, who
stated his case in an Op-Ed column in the Atlanta Joumal Constitution on July 10, 2007.
(copy attached) A strong suppotter of the death penalty, Judge Sessions stated:

“Former Chief Justice William Rebniguist, once mrole that the judicial system ‘like the
buman beings who administer i, is fallzhle.” I agree. Especially when it comes to a bumatt
fife, the oourts shawld always be able to exawiine claims of innocence.... It would be
imtolerable to execute an innocent man, 1t wowld be equally intolerable to execute a man
without bis claims of innocence ever being considered by the courts or by the execurive.
Georgia's Board of Pardons and Parvles can consider the fssues raised by Davis. 1 urge
that body to immediately do so and to grant clemendy. "
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I join with Judge Sessions, my colleagues in Congtess and the mytiad voices around
the world who ate urging you to be guided by fairness, reason and ratonality in granting
clemency to Troy Anthony Davis.

Thank you for your consideration of this plea.

With best regards, I remain,
Very truly yours

Kok M,

Henry C. “Hank” Jobnson, Jt., Esq.
Membet of Congress
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'Fallible’ legal system must avoid injustice

By WILLIAM B SESTIONG
Fublizhad am 07711001

Tho refasa af 1274 fleall fow jpmatas in the United Statas has mode clanr tat fre adminkstealion of b dapth
praalty 1= not (nfallibie VYWhean Iwere are important guesiions ADoul whrihar sameone famng aacutian 18 achally
quilty, Ihose quastions nugt e pratmned anel ipgnlved by fha courts or, a8 d {BsI resurt, By (he executive ranch.

Troy Anlhotly Gaviz s bear an daath raw i Gaargia for more than 15 years for the murdes of a palien offeer,

anrd retatad vielent crimes. | wag the director of ha Fal endar Praaldgnts F2apan, Buah and Cliaton. and | Ml

that there I6 o mafe serious wolent srima than tha myrder of an off-duty palice pificor who wans pulting s ite on
fhe line o protest ineeent bysknders,

That being said, we must ba conviteed that the right prtson has been
convielad, SaTitue (uastions nave een relng Ahout Pavia’ guit. The murede
WBBDON Wild NEVET fowing, and olner impnrlant physical evidanca was missing
Kry witnassas mnade ingonsstant staternente, and srven oot of tha mne Aan-
priice wilhessas have now racamtad ar changed thelr priginal testinany. some
wtgtig Yhat thay had been presaurad by the prlise 1o implicale Davs One of the
o winesaas who has net Focanted his teslimpny has now bann imphcated 25
Iha rgal Murderer by bvp witneases At ial and four naw winesses In addhlan,
rangarns have bean raized about the candllnst of e palca and prosaculors.

Finally, Il sppears thal the quatity of legal pepresentation Davis regeived during
trial wag, by his own lawyars account. seriausly deficianl, While Davs cas
procasded through he courls. the byt of the Canrgin Reaourcn Cantrr,
which respseaznted him, was dramatically sul A liwyer from he Rasource
Ceniler stated i an alfidavi that "W wnre Sinply trying o avert latal disasler
rathet thar pravide any kind of achive or affctive represaeniaton.”

The court aohgiping Davis' tase propnly adrmwistered pracadural rulng (hat
presant thosa norts frotn congidering claims that ware Nt radsadd At the ight

(EMLARGE)
wtiar 5, Saneiong 15 [mer FEI b or in ha right manner. Fowevar. thasa aias can be too restnelive and ean

dirariar and L. 5. Dislrict Caurl

" prevent the eourts frarm apensing {usHen. They ran stop Hw courts from
Jurdge.

hAaring even cliims of innacencn, Such A% in Davis' case, They con prevent he
raurts from heardng thase slaws guan f the masan they whta not propery
nfgad wak DRCAUSE of AN averirgies lawyese wilh Insufficient rREGUTESS, fuch 8% in Dhvis cand, As A rult
these progadurd obslacles, na daurt has ezamings the calms Davis' current Iegal fasm hak raisar

| w @ enetilar of the Constitution Froject’s ipartisan feath Panalty Committne, winch ingludes supportars 2l
|ha deatn preatly, tka e a7 weli 38 oppeieTls, We sandamned the ks of procedural barriers ihat pravented
{1 Eours from addeessing the marits of auls” eane. and we recommanded 1At iRay te gliminated. Second, we
Spsisted A caglal defendants bave campelent iy 2 willt ArfaE|ERTE TEROUITLS.

Formar Chief Jusbee William Rehnguisl onca wrale that Ihe judiclal systam . “lke the human brings: wha
achninlstet 1, i Fullittn,” | agrar Esprcially whar it somes o b e e the maurts should Btways e abla
araring claims of Innnpeanse,

m Ihe matet is no langer befare 108 coutls, aince the U, 5. SUpremn Gourt recently deeled not ta haar Davig'
ae,

It would be Intinrania by execula A IRRGGAALmAn 1 woud b acqualty infoleratia o xecite o man wilhout b
Clime at inhagente avar heng canzidfed hy Hir courts e by the nreditvn.
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